As usually, during the Italian Stroke Forum Congress in Florence we arranged a meeting of IST 3 Italian centres, to discuss the progresses with the trial and any possible problem encountered by collaborators in their daily work. Since the meeting was scheduled at 13.00, a buffet lunch was offered as well. The meeting was well attended, with colleagues from Milan, Aosta, Foligno, Negrar, Vittoria, Modena, Genoa, Spoleto, Foggia and also from potential new centres as Verona, Trieste and Reggio Emilia, along with us from Città di Castello. Peter Sandercock briefly illustrated the situation of the trial, and stressed the very clear increase in recruitment, which is evident also in Italy, after the publication of ECASS 3 result. The main points are indeed that we will have a very large number of old people, of mild and of severe strokes, and could give an answer to problems that no other trial has been able to deal with. If we go on randomising as we are doing now, we will be on schedule for 2011 with more than 3100 patients, and the possibility of showing a 4% absolute reduction in bad outcome, which is what we planned to do. Each centre added some information, focusing on local and general problems, and reporting particular cases and situations; the impression is that in Italy the interest for IST 3 is growing, and we are keen to accept new centres up to December 2010, while encouraging the active centres to randomise as many patients as possible, no matter of age or severity! We plan to meet again in 2010, probably in Florence as usually; in the mean time, we in Città di Castello are keen to offer our assistance to centres, both old and potentially new, for increasing the recruitment.
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